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Congratulationsthis month go to -
Stephen Boyd & Neil Farmer
on becoming Membersof the Institute.
Good luck and safe driving to any Associate(s)
approaching their test.
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to makeit avery enjoyable night even if the weather did its best to
put a damper onit.

No Group Meeting in July.
Next Group Meeting is on
Tuesday, 10th August, 2010

We usudly meet (unless otherwise stated) at the Boathouse,
which is situated in the harbour carpark, at Groomsport at 7.00pm
on the second Tuesday of each month (except July). For more
details of our programme please see the section entitled "Dates
for Your Diary".

If anyone has recently done their test, don’t forget to contact
John (07967 010443) for a debrief. Observers, please kegp John
acquanted with the progress of your Associate(s).

June Group Meeting

8th June, 2010

This month was the occasion of our, now annua, Navigation
Exercise and Barbecue. Thisis an evening of mixed emotions -
everyone loves the barbecue but most people wonder why they
put themselves through the masochistic, mental contortions
demanded by the Navigation exercise. There was an extra factor
thisyear - thewesther. The evening started out with alight drizzle
and finished with  the proverbia cats and dogs coming down out
of the heavens.

Having set the sceneriet us look nowfat how the evening
rogressed. Circa 1900 hours a variety of passenger carryin
8&31? cles converged on the Scout Centre%ttyCraNfordst?urn Co%tr;g/
Park. Of these vehicles nine of them left the Centre again each
laden with a driver and one or two crew member(s) (we will call
them navigators). They left armed with a map, route ingtructions,
aromer (adeviceto hdp plot 6-figure mgp references) and apencil.
The crews consisted of people from a wide spectrum of map-
reading expertise ranging from those that were actualy looking
forward to the challenge the mephistophelian route-setter

to those who wondered what 6-figure map references were.

However, they al went on ther respective ways with a amile
and amerry heart. From Crawfordsburn they went to explore the
country lanes between Clandeboye and Newtownards. Then they
left Newtownards, visited Dundonad before calling in briefly at
Hollywood. The Craigantlet Hills were next on the agenda before
flitting through Helen's Bay on the way back to the Scout Centre.

Some crews completed the course very quickly while others
took alot longer. Thiswas not an issue as gpeed was not of the
essence in this particular exercise.

Thereturning crews were met by the smdl of abarbecue and a
table spread with many colourful and appetisng saladsand relishes.
Graham (the barbecue chef) and Trevor (the salad chef) had
conjured up afeast that was heartily enjoyed by the crews as they
discussed among themsdves the answers to the clues. Luckily the
warden in charge of the centre had alowed us the use of alarge
room so that we could shelter from the eements.

As the crews were enjoying their burgers frantic marking was
taking place to determine the winning crew. The results were
then announced (in true Miss World fashion) with third place
going to Neil and Matthew with 32 points out of a possible 40.
Second place went to Louise, Phil and Aaron with 36%2 points
leaving the champions this year to be Sarah, Keith and Alan with
382 points. Well doneto thewinners and all who took part. Many
thanks to the Scout Centre for supplying the venue, to those who
supplied thefood and to those who prepared it. 1t all went together

Gear up for tougher roads, says IAM

With the 1% June marking the 75th anniversary of the
introduction of the driving test in the UK, the IAM has caled for
drivers to continualy improve their technique in keeping with
increasingly demanding driving conditions.

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “ There are more cars
on the road than ever before, and the driving environment is
becoming more complicated. Our driving tests, however, have
changed little over the years, and an improvement in driving
standards is needed to fill the gap.

“Although cars are becoming easier to drive — with much
improved brakes and ion as well as power steering and a
hogt of safety systems- traffic hassignificantly increased and traffic
networks have become immensdy more complex, so the driver
W éar more undergtanding of what's going on outside the car,”

sad.

The IAM also wants to see a rural road element being
incorporated into the driving test, asit is not currently compulsory.
In the UK 71 per cent of road deeths occur on rural roads.

“It is improving the driver which will make the single biggest
improvement to road safety in the future, and drivers need to take
it upon themsdlves to adopt a lifelong learning approach,” added
Mr Rodger.

- In 1935 the driving test was introduced: within ayear the degth
toll had fallen by nearly a thousand.

- 11934, 7,343 peoplewerekilled on Britain’ sroadswhenthere
were just 2.4 million vehicles. In 2008 there were two-thirds
fe\_/lvler d)eaths (2,538), but fourteen times as many vehicles (34
million).

- In 2008 the learner pass rate was 41 per cent for women and
47 per cent for men.

Cut the queues, says IAM

Have you ever sat in a queue of traffic, patiently waiting your
turn, only to see a car peeding down the outsde lane and then
“pushing in” ahead of you?

It may be frustrating, and appear more than a little rude, but
perhaps that opportunistic driver sailing past you is in fact just
making use of an otherwise empty lane. And by being over-
polite and joining the queue you are amply adding to the length of
the congestion.

IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: “Driver etiquette
means that ‘zip merging' can be frowned upon by driversin long
queues of traffic, but if al available lanes are used, right up to the
bottleneck, it is perfectly acceptable for vehicles from each lane to
takeit in turnsto mergeinto the singlelane. Thisreducesthe length
of road the queue stretches dong and prevents blocked junctions.”

“Pinch points’ are al too common on our roads, but the advice
in the Highway Code on how to “mergein turn” is vague.

Mr Roda?er offers this advice: “If SXOU are gpproaching a long
queue of traffic in only onelane, you should stay in thelane you're
in, even if it's empty, as long as you reduce your speed. Even if
you have to merge further down, it is worth using all the space
available to avoid unnecessarily long tailbacks.

“When travelling ongside a queue of traffic keep your speed
right down and beextravigilant, as other driversmay be considering
pulling out into the empty lane.”

Dates for Your Diary
July NoMeding

24th Jly, 2010  Saturday a 9.30am Karting Chdlenge
10th Aug, 2010 Group Night - Car Maintenance

3lst Aug, 2010 Recruitment Night

7th Sept, 2010 STAC - Class and Driving Practice
14th Sept, 2010 Group Night - Police Helicopter
28th Sept, 2010 STAC - Class and Driving Practice

Theviews expressed in the'Road Observer' arenot necessarily those of the Editor, the Group or the Ingtitute of Advanced Motorists
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